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like, I could get a Gaya artist to make a facsimile of the picture— 
they draw very well, I hear ; the cost would be trifling and the pic- 
ture I think would make an excellent and interesting frontispiece 
to any report you may be writing. 

Have you ever heard the legend of the piece of a broken 
cannon, evidently the part of a gun used by the Muhammadans 
during the siege of Mangarh. It went by the name of Top Sai, 
and was said to travel of its own accord from village to village 
and then return to the Fort. The people did ‘pija’ to it, and 
streaked it with s¢ndir. One of Thompson’s surveyors carried it 
off to Hazaribagh. 


LLL Sn 


Note on the Death of Huméiyin.—By C.J. Roperrs, Esa., UMRITSIR. 


On my last visit to Dihli, I went again to the Sher Mandal in the 
Purana Qil’ah, in order to verify Marshman and Hlphinstone’s 
account of Humaytin’s death. When I returned, I looked to see 
what Firishtah and the Siyar ul Mutaakhkharin said of the affair. 
I send a free translation of the two, and confront Marshman, Elphin- 
stone, and Murray with these accounts. 

There is no more marble in the Sher Mandal than there is red 
granite in the fort of Sháhjahánábád, Heber, Thornton, and Ansted 
notwithstanding. There is no sign of marble having been pre- 
sent in the building. It is not much the worse for wear. Part 
of the parapet in gone, and that is nearly all the damage that has 
been caused by 300 years. 

Elphinstone’s Account. 

“Humayun had been walking on the terrace of his library, and 
was descending the stairs (which, in such situations, are narrow 
steps on the outside of the building, and only guarded by an orna- 
mental parapet about a foot high). Hearing the call to prayers 
from the minarets, he stopped, as is usual on such occasions, 
repeated the creed, and sat down on the steps till the crier had 
done. He then endeavoured to rise, supporting himself on his 
staff: the staff slipped on the polished marble of the steps, and 
the king fell headlong over the parapet. He was stunned at the 
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time, and although he recovered his senses, the injury he had re- 
ceived was beyond cure. On the fourth day after his accident, he 
expired.” 

Jlarshmanw’s Account. 


“Six months after he had entered Delhi, while descending the 
steps of his library, he heard the muazzin’s call to prayer, and 
stopped to repeat the creed, and sat down. As he endevoured to 
rise, leaning on his staff, it slipped on the polished steps, and he 


fell over the parapet, and four days after closed his chequered 
life.” 


Jurray s Account. 


“In less than a year after (his return to Delhi), descending the 
marble stairs of the palace, he fell, and was so severely bruised, 
that he expired in a few days.” 


Firishtah’s Account. 


‘On the seventh of that month ( Use) ), near the time of the 
setting of the sun, he who is now housed in paradise, coming on 
the roof of his library, sat down for a moment. And at the time 
of going down (from the roof), he suddenly heard the voice of the 
man calling to prayer. His Majesty, in order to show reverence 
and to answer the call, sat on the second step, and at the. time 
of finishing the prayer, leaning on his stick, he wished to stand 
up. The stick slipped, went away from him, and the king fall- 
ing from the stairs came on the ground. When his courtiers, 
being astounded, brought his Majesty senseless into the daulat- 
 khánah, he after awhile revived and began to speak. The physi- 
cians busied themselves in devising remedies, which were however 
useless. On the eleventh of the same month, at the time of the 
setting of the sun, he took his flight to his holy resting-place.”’ 


Account given in the Styar ul Mutaakhkharin. 


“ Humáyún had a knowledge of astrology and greatly desired 
to study the planets. One day there was a conjecture that Venus 
would rise somewhat late. In the evening, in order that he might 
see that planet, he went on tothe top of the roof of his library. 
There standing for a moment, he wished to descend. The muazzin 
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called to prayers. He (Humayin), in order to show respect to the 
azan, desired to sit down on the second step. The steps of the stair- 
case, by reason of their cleanliness, were very slippery. The ferrula 
of his staff slipped, and Humáyún falling headlong, rolled down- 
stairs on to the ground. His limbs and joints were much hurt, 
and the right side of his head had received a great blow. He 
became altogether insensible. Although physicians and doctors 
attended him, no good came of it.” 


The library alluded to in these passages is, as is well known, 
the Sher Mandal in the Puréna Qil’ah at Dihli. This building 
is octagonal, of two stories in height, with lower story solid. It is 
ascended by two flights of stairs. These two staircases are in the 
inside of the walls of the upper story. The steps are of granite 
roughly hewn, very narrow and very high. Wherever an angle 

occurs the steps are shaped thus, making the 
| Sa staircase still more dangerous. Use has po- 
lished them somewhat. But in Humaydn’s 
time, the building was nearly new, as it was built by Sher Shah. 
The roof of the second story is surrounded by a thick parapet of 
red stone. On the roof is an octagonal cupola with a base 
much smaller than the roof. The stairs come up on both 
sides of the cupola in the space intervening between it and the 
parapet. Both Firishtah and the Siyar ul Mutaakhkharin agree 
that Humaytin was on the second step when he fell. Hence to fall 
over the parapet would be impossible. But it would not be impos- 
sible for him to fall down the first flight of stairs, and then, at the 
bottom of them, fall from the first story down to the ground. Both 
these authorities say that he did get to the ground. There is no 
defence whatever round the first story ; so it would be almost impos- 
sible to stop himself. Had he fallen from the roof at once on to 
the ground, he would have been killed instantaneously. The spot 
is shown where he did fall over the parapet. But a survey of 
that spot makes Humáyán a suicide. Hlphinstone’s account is al- 
together wrong. There is no marble in the building. It is built 
of granite and red sandstone and is mortered after the fashion of 
buildings of that time. 
18 
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The mosque is a stone’s throw from the library. One flight of 
stairs is in the same direction as the mosque. Firishtah says, he 
fell as he was wishing to stand up, and the Seyar hasit thathe fell 
as he was wishing to sit down. Neither mentions the marble of Mur- 
ray and Elphinstone, or the parapet in Marshman and Elphinstone. 

I have not ‘ Humayun’s Memoirs to refer to. But a study of 
the building shows, how impossible it would be for the accounts in 
Elphinstone, Marshman, and Murray to be correct. ‘The stairs are 
so far from the parapet, that were a person to fall, Ais head would 
barely reach the parapet inside. But when he was sitting on the 
second step and desiring to rise, if he slipped, he undoubtedly went 
down stairs. 


Nort By THE EDITOR. 


I annex a translation of the passages regarding Humáyún’s 
death, as given in the Akbarnamah, Badaoni, the Tabaqát i Ak- 
bari, the Mir-at ul "Alam, and chaff Khan. i 

From the Akbarnámah (Lucknow edition, I., 436.) 

After stating that Humáyún for several days previous to his fall 
had a presentiment of his death, and that in consequence, he had 
decreased the daily quantity of opium, to which he was much 
addicted, Abulfazl says— 

“ In the beginning of the evening he wished to go down. When 
he was on the second staircase (z¢nah), a Muazzin of the name of 
Miskin called the azán, though properly speaking it was not the 
time for it. From motives of reverence his Majesty wished to sit 
down. The steps (darajat í zinah) are sharp (tez), and the stones 
were shaky; and in the act of sitting down the foot got entangled 
in the hem of the postin, the staff slipped, and his Majesty fell 
forward. He was severely injured on his right temple, and several 
drops of blood oozed from his right ear, &e.” 

Baddoni’s Account (Edition, Bibl. Indica, I., 465.) 

‘(On the 7th Rabi’ I, 963, the king was on the roof of the library 
which he had made in Fort Din Panah. At the time of descend- 
ing, a Muazzin called to prayer, and from reverence the king sat 
down. When he rose, his stick slipped, he fell, and he rolled down 
several steps to the ground. He died on the 15th.” 
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From the Tabaqét i Akbart (MS., A. S. Bengal, p. 438.) 

“ At the time of evening on the same day, the Muazzin called to 
prayer. His Majesty was on the second staircase (or step, zinah) 
and reverently sat down. When he got up, his foot slipped, he 
lost his hold of the staircase (nardubdn), and fell to the ground.” 

From the Mir-at ul Alam. 

This work states that Shaikh Choli (Badaoni, Jolí) was sent to 
Akbar at Kalánár with a farmin written in Humayin’s name, the 
contents of which were as follows :— 

“On that day I descended from the roof of my Masjid. In the 
middle of the staircase (ba miydn i zinahad) I heard the Azan, and 
sat down from motives of respect. When the Azan was over, I 
rose. But the end of my stick had got into the hem of my coat 
(jamah), I slipped, and fell down. The corner (goshah) of the stair- 
case struck against my lower ear (bundgosh), and several drops of 
blood issued from my ear. Iwas insensible for some time. When 
I recovered my consciousness, I passed on to the daulat khanah. It 
is all well now, do not feel anxious about me.” 

«“ Soon after, the news also of his death on the 7th Rab? I ar- 
rived.” 

Kháfi Kháws Account (Ed. Bibl. Indica, I., 124.) 

Khafi Khan is no trustworthy authority, and his account is 
worthless. He says— 

“On the 5th Rabi’ I, of the said year (963), he wished to de- 
scend from his pigeon house (habitar-khanah), in order to listen to 
the azán; but he slipped and fell down from high staircases (zína- 
hit baland), and died on the 11th.” 

There is much discrepancy in the histories regarding the exact 
days of the fall and the death of Humáyún. 

Day of the fall. Day of H.'s death. 


OLparnamah, ....... Friday of Rabi’ I. 
Bah, senera 7th Rabi I, Tito Rabi T 
Stewart’s Memoirs of 

Humáyún (p. 120). ..... w arene Sousa . lithe Wo. 
PeTtOMiy,.. 5... 2.05 7th Do. 15th Da: 
EE Alam,.........ceccceass bee eae tl Do: 


* This may be a mistake of the editor. MSS. continually confound p? oy 
and pre ypb yázduhum, Lith, and pánzđuhum, loth. 
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Padishahnimah (I, p 65) eee ners 13th (a Sunday), Do. 
Khaáfi Khán eee 5th Rabi’ I. 1th, De 
Maasir ul Umarda, .... 7th, Do. 

According to Prinsep’s Useful Tables, the year 963 A. H. com- 
menced on Saturday, 16th November, 1553. The 7th Rabi’ I, 963, 
would therefore correspond to the 66th day from the 16th Novem- 
ber 1555, 7. e. to the 20th January, 1556, which would be a Mon- 
day. We have to bear in mind that Monday, the 7th Rabi’ I, 
commenced at 6 o’clock Sunday evening, 19th January, 1556, The 
13th Rabi’ I, the date of H.’s death, according to the Pdadishahna- 
mah, is certainly a Sunday, and this may be looked upon as the 
correct day, especially as the author of the Padishahnamah has 
taken so much trouble to settle the chronology of the reigns of the 
Timurides up to Shahjahan. A perusal of the beginning chapters 
of that work is strongly recommended to historians. 

Khafi Khan’s kabitar-khdnah is either a blunder of the editors or 
the author has confounded Humayun’s death with that of ’Umar 
Shaikh Mirza, Babar’s father, who died on the 4th Ramazan, 899, 
at Akhsikat in Farganah, from a fall from the pigeon house, on 
which he stood flying pigeons. 


Legends and Ballads connected with persons deified or held in great 
veneration in Bhagalptir and the neighbouring districts (being extracts 
from Diaries). —By Basu Rasusina’ri Bost, BANKA, BHA'GALPU'R. 


I.—The Legend of Dubé Bhairan. 


Nowhere, as far as I know, does demon worship prevail in 
Bengal. But in this district, every village has its own demon who 
is propitiated by offerings made at the foot of a tree where he is 
supposed to reside. Belief in demons or ghosts is almost as pre- 
valent in Bengal as it is in this district; but if annoyances are 
caused by them, the gods are invoked or exorcisms are practised in 


